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Message from the President
Hello friends and fellow club members. The holidays are
coming and I just wasn’t to remind you that our holiday
party is scheduled for Monday December 17, 2018.
Please come and bring your friends, and family. All are
welcome. Also, please send any holiday related photos
to Monroe at mgnccoptonlinr.net. Be sure to say Holiday
pictures in the subject line so Monroe can distinguish
them for competition photos. Hope to see you all there
HOW
HOW TO TAKE PERFECT HOLIDAY PHOTOS: The
holidays are ultimately a time to be together with your
loved ones. Here are tips to take perfect holiday photos of these memorable times together.
1. WHENEVER POSSIBLE TURN OFF THE FLASH:
I think it’s generally the best idea for ALL photography, but with holiday photos, you want to create
even, ambient light, OR, depend on the lights around
you, like Christmas lights. If there is still daylight,
photograph your subjects facing and standing near a
window or door. Be in between your subject and the
source of light – facing your subject.
2. FIND DETAILS AND COMPOSITION: I use a
macro lens but if you don’t have that, or an inexpensive macro lens attachment, you can still use your
composition to tell a story. For photo composition,
consider close-ups, different angles, the rule of
thirds, NOT using the rule of thirds, and how best to
shoot your subjects to tell the holiday story.
3. CONSIDER MOMENTS AND EMOTIONS RATHER THAN POSES: Tust me – I use poses. For
every posed photo, though, I do a candid photo. I
constantly talk to my subjects and try to evoke emotion when they know I’m taking their picture. When
they don’t know? That’s even better! Instead of barking out orders, a better option is to be as discreet as
possible, to choose moments and what people are
doing in any given moment. They may be eating, talking, laughing, opening presents, etc. These are often
the moments that make better memories. Capture
them!
4. TAKE PICTURES OF EVENTS: The holiday season is full of such interesting moments to capture,
right? You want to photograph Christmas morning, of
course, but don’t forget about all of the other moments… Santa trains. Santa breakfasts. Parades,
trains, and automobiles! Light shows, light spectaculars, and carolers. Whatever it is, catch it!
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5. INCLUDE ALL YOUR FAMILY AND PETS: There is
something special about you dog, cat, or even your
more exotic pets curled up next to the Christmas tree,
wearing a cute Christmas hat, or just snuggling with
your kids while they wear their Christmas pajamas.
6. GET IN THE PHOTOS WHENEVER YOU CAN: For
years I would forget to do this and then I’d be sad to see
myself missing from all of our holiday photos. Ultimately, I can’t wait for my kids to one day read my blog and
go through photos, but I shudder to think of them wondering where I am in all of these. So, that being said,
get in there! Use a self-timer and jump in. Hand your
camera over to a friend or neighbor, or do variations of
family photos in which you get in them, too. Also, be
sure to take photographs of relatives or friends who
don’t see each other often.
7. BE PREPARED FOR HOLIDAY PHOTOS: Not only
should you charge your batteries, have film if needed
(although that’s rare these days), and have the right
equipment, you should also know how to use it before
it’s time to take holiday photos. It’s important to know
the ins and outs of the camera you are using. If you are
using a DSLR, use a shutter speed of at least double
the focal length you’re shooting at, and use a minimum
of 1/250th of a second if you’re photographing children.
8. BE CREATIVE WITH YOUR ANGLES: You never
know what you’ll see. In terms of Christmas trees, go up
or down, so your loved ones will be able to see the
scope and size of your tree!
9. GET DOWN TO EYE LEVEL WITH KIDS: It offers a
more interesting view of THEIR world, and how they are
seeing the holiday season.
10, PLAY WITH LIGHTING: Safety first, so I never wrap
lights around my children or any children, but I do love
to blur, swirl and zoom Christmas lights. Set your camera to a slow shutter speed (experiment with speeds)
then purposefully move the camera while taking the picture. Controlled camera movement and a slow shutter
speed are meant for lights pictures! Use a tripod to play.

Kevin Burke
MGNCC President

Dates for the 2018 — 2019 Club Year

MGNCC
Holiday Party
Monday, December 17th
Holiday Gift Exchange ~$10
Members, Bring Additional
Refreshments

Annual Holiday Show

click for the complete calendar online
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click on this page to `view these photographs, full-size online
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The MGNCC provides our members with concise,
cumulative and detail up-to-date scores on our
web site, MGNCC.org, for our
competitions, both digital and print.
Also included are PFLI scores and a report of
member classifications.
Links to MGNCC Reports
Digital Color
Cumulative

Digital Color
Detail

Digital B&W
Cumulative

Digital B&W
Detail

Creative
Cumulative

Creative
Detail

PFLI Scores

Member
Class
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Click to get to know me

Send us your Birthday month
at
mgncc@optonline.net
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2017 — 2018 Executive Board

Fellows Of The Manhasset Great Neck
Camera Club

President

Kevin Burke

Vice President

John Bruno

Vice President

Monroe Halpern

Vice President

Haig Hachadoorian

Editorial Vice President

Bob Ebenau

Vice President of Library Affairs

James Pelzer

Treasurer

Allen Michelson

*Eric Kahn, APSA, APFLI

Recording Secretary

Ldia Zissimatos

*George Novello

Gerald Appel
*Joseph Boverman
*Herbert Goldschmidt
*Sidney Goldstein, FPSA, FPFLI

Jim Pion, AMC, FMC
Board of Directors
Rules Committee Chair
Program Co-Chairs
Hospitality Chair
Membership Chair
PFLI Delegates
Field Trip Coordinators
Competition Committee Chair

*Daniel Zirinsky
Monroe Halpern
Jan Altes
Ronny Hachadoorian
Dawn Steinberg
Rose Tracey
Suzan Goldstein,
Dale Goldstein
Jan Altes
Ronny Hachadoorian
Monroe Halpern

* Deceased

MGNCC Information Management
Database Administration

Monroe Halpern

Website Administration

Bob Ebenau

1st Immediate Past President

John Bruno

2nd Immediate Past President

Haig Hachadoorian

3rd Immediate Past President

Monroe Halpern
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the Back Page
There’s no denying it—computational photography is being noticed in a big way. The following
article appeared in both the NY Times and Washington Post (and other publications) and
highlights just one of the aspects of what I consider this next major photographic development.
Notice that smartphone photos are being recognized in our competitions and are surely the
result of a combination of the skill of the photographer, the ubiquity and availability of the
photographic device, and computational photography.
But the real revolution in photography will reach its full expression as these new algorithmic
software techniques are applied to our larger sensor and lens cameras. In future editions of the
Back Page I’ll be highlighting these developments as computational
photography becomes a greater part of our photographic world.

click here
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